
Lingering Thoughts This Easter

I don't have any great "new" revelations this year, but I do have two "lingering" thoughts that have been rumbling around in my head and heart that I want to expound upon just a little bit.

As the Christian Faith remembers the occasion of Jesus' Life, Death and Resurrection, I would be remiss to forget the reason all of that was necessary. God said in Hebrews 9:22, "And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood, there is no remission". From a human standpoint, all I need to do is understand that I have sinned against God and ask Him to forgive me of that sin, and all could be well, but God said otherwise. 

God said that blood needed to be shed for the remission of sin. In the Old Testament, God's people always sacrificed a substitute animal that was "perfect" in its condition, in prime shape, in perfect health. Only the best was permissible. God required for the shed blood to be of the purest form it could be. The problem, however, the substitute blood of a perfect animal sacrifice couldn't cover man's sin for all of eternity. It needed to be repeated over and over and over again. 

God needed a perfect sacrifice with perfect pure blood that could and would cover all of man's sins for all of eternity, one that needed to be done only once and for all of mankind for eternity. Since all of mankind was guilty of sin, where could God find sinless blood to be sacrificed or shed to bring about forgiveness once and for all?

The only answer was from God Himself! Why would God, who is a Spirit, be willing to take on a human form and to shed His own blood for man? Because He loved us! Why did God love us so much? Because we are made in His image!

So, we come full circle. God made us in His Image, but we sinned and broke that Image. He had to restore us, but by His own word He required a perfect sacrifice, one that could last for all eternity and only needed to be done once. God was back to Himself. He was the only one who could provide the sacrifice. 

Therefore, God came to us in the form of man, His Son Jesus, who was all man, but all God at the same time, not only made in the Image of God, but who was the Image of God Himself, perfect in every way. Jesus lived among mankind as a man, and allowed mankind to crucify Him so that His shed blood could provide redemption to all that believed in His finished work on the Cross.

The shedding of Jesus' blood alone wasn't what sealed His redemptive work on the cross for all eternity, but it was His Resurrection that finished it. If Jesus had stayed dead, God would be dead and there would be no hope beyond the grave. Easter Morning and the truth of the Resurrection were the finished acts of God's Passion for man's redemption. 

All we need to do is to confess our sins to God and believe in the Death and Resurrection of Jesus for our sins to be forgiven. What a wondrous gift of life and love! So simple in concept, but impossible without faith!
My first "lingering" thought is the fact that if I were the only man alive on the face of creation and earth, Jesus would still have needed to shed His blood to save me from my sins. Each one of us must come to a point of understanding about this in order to understand God's personal gift of salvation through Jesus that is made available to each one of us individually. It is a sobering thought, one that never looses its simplicity or its complexity, depending on the level of our faith.
That brings me to my second thought. In whatever I do in life, what are my motives? Are they pure or selfish? God knows my heart! I wonder how well I know my own heart? I believe that all sin starts from and with a selfish motive. Many times I do not recognize selfishness until I am caught up with a selfish act, desire, feeling, thought or word. 

Many of us are familiar with the Prayer of Jabez. Books have been written about it, based upon I Chronicles 4:10. Even the use of the principles of the Prayer of Jabez in my daily devotions must be examined in the light of my having selfish motives. Why do I want God to bless me, to enlarge my territory, to be with me, to keep me from evil that I may not cause pain? Do I want a better life here, in eternity, or both? Am I interested in bringing Glory and Honor to God or just to myself?

My "Lingering Thoughts" are meant to help keep me humble, and focused on being unselfish in all that I desire, do, feel, say and think. For God's Glory, I hope my "Lingering Thoughts" will likewise help you do the same!
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